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What is Live and Learn at Meer Apartments?

Meer Apartments’ award-winning Live and Learn Community provides a range
of university-level educational offerings right on site. Courses are taught by
experts from world class institutions and cultural partners and presented in
various formats to accommodate a variety of learning styles. From larger lectures
to small seminars and discussions, each course is designed to foster student
engagement and community connection. Jewish Senior Life 1s proud to
collaborate with Oakland University to offer courses to Meer Apartment
residents each semester, facilitated by Oakland University professors (these
courses are marked with an asterisk *).

Come join us to experience the joy of learning alongside others!

whandler(@jslmi.org
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Fabric of a Remarkable Community:
The Quilts of Gee’s Bend

Now considered to be some of the greatest examples of American folk art, the quilts produced
by the descendants of slaves known as the Gee’s Bend Quilters were discovered by art
historian Bill Arnett. This session will cover the history of Gee's Bend, the story of the quilters,
and their journey from obscurity to artistic recognition. These quilters dealt with racism,
discrimination, poverty and isolation. They never realized they were creating ART! Their
journey is an incredible story.

@  Instructor: Lynn Aleman, a quilter for more than 30 years, is a lifelong Michigander and
@ .idCPAA passionate quilter, Lynn was fortunate to see several Gee’s Bend quilts in
multiple venues, leading to her research into the remarkable Gee’s Bend quilters.

0 The Union Tuesday, June 2 11 AM - 12 PM

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

The American Revolution:
Rebels, Patriots and A New Nation

As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of American independence, join us to explore the stories of those
who shaped the course of the American Revolution. From the homefront to the battlefields, from the
courts of Europe to the halls of the Continental Congress, we will examine the Revolution from the
experiences of the men and women who declared and fought for independence. By uncovering these
diverse perspectives, this program highlights how revolutionary Americans — from policymakers to

diplomats to the enslaved — pursued life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and how their struggles
shape the nation we live in today.

@ Nick DiPuccio is a historian of early America whose area of study focuses on the eatly
@ Anerican republic, the Atlantic wotld, and the forces that shaped U.S. expansion and
identity. A professor at Oakland University and a published author, his work reflects a deep
interest in political history, transatlantic connections, and lifelong learning. Nick earned his
B.A. at Oakland University and his PhD at St. Louis University.

© e Union Six Thursdays ~ 10:30 AM - 12 PM
June 4, 11, 18 and 25; July 2 and 9

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
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Film 203: Close-Up on Alfred Hitchcock
An Imatator + Summer Romance

This summer, we’ll wrap up our Hitchcock-inspired year of film study with a discussion about
Wait Until Dark, Audrey Hepburn’s suspenseful thriller. We then shift to romance with the
beloved classic An Affair to Remenmber and its modern echo, Skepless in Seattle, a warm, memorable

pairing featuring Cary Grant’s enduring cinematic influence. Each film will shown in the days
before class meets.

@  Instructor: This class is taught by Tara Hayes, PhD, known for leading dynamic
@ s ussions about books and film. Tara holds advanced degrees in English and
American Literature, and worked in the film industry before returning to Detroit.

0 The Union Three discussion sessions, 1 PM - 3 PM
Thursday, June 4 - Wast Until Dark (1958)
Thursday, July 2 - An Affair to Remember (1957)
Thursday, August 6 - Sleepless in Seatlle (1993)

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

Out Trip and Visit**:
The Chaldean Community Foundation-West

Join us for a tour to discover the inspiring work of Meer Apartments’ neighbor, the Chaldean
Community Foundation-West. We'll take a tour to CCF-W’s new community center on Walnut
Lake Road where we’ll learn about the rich history of the Chaldean community. This promises

to be a fascinating and heartfelt experience that connects global history and cultural heritage
with local impact.

o Guide: Dr. Adhid Miri, a former professor of chemistry and cultural consultant whose
@ rich professional journey has taken him from Iraq to England to the United States, will be
our tour guide at CCF-West. Emigrating from Baghdad to Detroit in 1981, he has been a
dedicated leader in Michigan’s Iraqi American community. Dr. Mirt holds a PhD from
Brunel University London and completed postdoctoral studies at King's College London.

0 Depart from Phase 6 Lobby ~ Monday, June 8 1:30 PM - 2:45 PM

**Registration required. Group size is limited to 12 people. Once spots are filled, we will start a waitlist.**
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Unforgettable Vouces:

Neil Diamond, Woodstock Summer
+ Simon & Garfunkel

Join us for three engaging sessions, each celebrating iconic American music and unforgettable
moments in cultural history. This summer, we’ll take a good look-and-listen to charismatic
smger—songwmters as well as generation-defining cultural moments in music. Come learn,
reminisce and share your own highlights.

@  Presenter: Gary Graff is an award-winning veteran music journalist based in
@ Deiroit. He is the author of several books as well as an active member of Adat
Shalom Synagogue

0 The Union All three programs will take place from 11 AM - 12 PM

Tuesday, June 9 - Neil Diamond
Thursday, July 16 - Woodstock (with guest Howard Lesnick)
Thursday, August 13 - Simon & Garfunkel

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

A Cnematic Tour:
Paris, the City of Light, on Film

Armchair traveling—particularly if it’s in a cinema—is an irresistible way to experience the
stunning City of Light, subject of both shamelessly romantic Hollywood love letters and gritty
dramas from such French masters as Francois Truffaut, Jean-Luc Godard and others. Don’t miss
this close-up film tour of Paris, with specific location information provided of the many
memorable scenes captured by movie makers throughout the past century. No passports required!

P Presenter: Max Alvarez 1s an author, film historian and public speaker who produces
@ Multimedia programs on wotld cinema. A former film curator at the Smithsonian National
Museum in Washington, DC, he has partnered with leading cultural and educational
institutions including the American Film Institute, Library of Congress, UCLA and the
Department of State, to expand public understanding of film’s cultural impact.

0 The Union Tuesday, June16 11 AM - 12 PM

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
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Special Performance:
The Great Lakes Chamber Music
Festival in Concert at Meer Apartments

Experience the artistry and innovation of beautiful chamber music when four world-class
musicians, visiting Detroit as part of the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, take to the Meer
stage for a special Father’s Day concert. Presented especially for residents and family members,
this concert will feature compositions both centuries old and newly created. Come enjoy an
intimate and inspiring musical experience that celebrates both timeless tradition and fresh
artistic voices.

@ Dining Room Sunday, June 21 11:30AM - 12:30PM

Registration is requested for this performance. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

Behind the Brushstrokes:
The Genius of Vincent van Gogh

The 19th Century Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh. is considered one of the most fascinating
and beloved artists the world over. While his paintings now sell for small fortunes and museum
exhibits featuring artwork still draw huge crowds, he never sold a single painting during his
lifetime. This lecture will explore aspects of his difficult life and along with the wonderful
energy of his masterpieces.

o Instructor: This class will be taught by Louisa (Lisa) Ngote, Special Lecturer and Curator of
®  Visual Resources at Oakland University. With both Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from
Wayne State University, Louisa lectures widely on Roman and biblical art.

0 The Union Tuesday, June 23 10:30 AM - 12 PM

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
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Clicks, Streams and Screens:

How the Internet Changed Media

We all feel it - the internet has radically transformed the “old” media of newspapers, magazines,
the recording industry, film, radio, and television. Join us to trace how this digital revolution
took place in such a short period of time, and what lies ahead in the continually changing era of
“new” media. Among the topics we’ll explore: will there be a printed newspaper in any city 10
years from now? Will newsstands and bookstores disappear like record stores? How much
longer will movie theaters and television exist in their present forms?

@  DPresenter: This class will be taught by Brian Rose, professor emeritus at Fordham University.

® s live Zoom lectures on film and TV history have been presented at the Smithsonian
Institution, New York’s 92Y and libraries and JCCs all over the countty.
© The Union Tuesday, June 30 11 AM - 12:15 PM

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

Jewesh Hustorical Society of Michigan
Seeks Your WWII Stories and Memories

The Jewish Historical Society of Michigan (JHSM) is planning a fall 2027 exhibit on Detroit during
World War 11, highlighting the local Jewish community and survivors who settled here. The exhibit
will coincide with the I7Zo/ins of Hope traveling exhibit, hosted by The Henry Ford Museum.

To create the Detrost during the War exhibit, JHSM will host “office hours” onsite at Meer
Apartments to gather your personal Wotld War II-related stories and memories that may be
used in the exhibit. Residents are encouraged to sign up for a time slot, chat with JHSM’s
docents, and record their stories. All stories will become part of JHSM’s permanent
collections for current and future generations to learn from.

Please note: JHSM is also looking for photos and objects that could be borrowed for use in the
exhibit. Residents are welcome to bring along small items and photos to office hours for “show and
tell.”” No objects will be collected for the exhibit during office hours; rather docents will get a better
idea about what could be included. Thank you in advance for sharing your experiences.

0 Library Four Mondays 1PM - 2:30 PM
July 6, 13, 20 and 27

To share your story and sign up for an Office Hour slot, please see the Receptionist Desk.
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Small Group Discussion:
Vienna, From the Hapsburgs to Hitler

From 1870 through 1945, Vienna was one of the cultural, political, and social centers of Europe.
Join us to examine the wide-ranging contributions that emanated from this gem of a city on the

Danube, covering everything from the invention of the Sacher Torte to noteworthy historical
figures. This will be a small group discussion. Registration is a must.

@ [nstructor: Rudi P. Lindner is Professor Emeritus of History and Astronomy at the University of
@ Michigan, where he built a distinguished interdisciplinary career bridging the humanities and
sciences. He received his BA from Harvard University and his PhD at the University of California,
Berkeley. He has received many awards throughout his career including a Fulbright Scholarship.

0 The Art Room Four Wednesdays 2 PM - 3:30 PM
July 8, 15, 22 and 29

Registration is required. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

Mozart and Opera:
The Enduring Magic

Explore the genius of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart through the world of opera in this engaging
course. Whether you have never been to the opera and it is completely new for you, or if you
know and love favorites such as The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni and The Magic Flute, there
will be something in this course for you. Together, we’ll look at and listen to the stories, the

music, the composer, singers and productions, and consider why these operas provide the
foundation for the modern operatic repertory.

Instructor: David Kidger is an Associate Professor of Musicology at Oakland University. He
@ rcccived his Ph.D. in Music from Harvard University, and his MLA. in Music from the

University of California, Santa Barbara. David 1s originally from London, England.

0 The Union Six Tuesdays  10:30 AM - 12 PM
July 14, 21, 28; August 4, 18 and 25

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
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Father Coughlin:
Populism, Propaganda and Power

25

During the Great Depression, the most dangerous man in America was a Catholic “radio priest
trom Detroit: Father Chatles Coughlin. Broadcasting pioneer and celebrity, he used his
nationwide radio sermons to promote fascism and antisemitic conspiracy theorties in the run-up
to World War II. Considered to be America’s first mass-media demagogue, Father Coughlin
cultivate a loyal following of violent Nazi gangs, and created a new method for spreading hate to
the masses that we sadly see emulated today. Don’t miss this important conversation.

@  Presenter: Andrew Lapin is a Senior Reporter for the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and a
- writet, editor, podcaster and public speaker. At JTA he covers stories related to
antisemitism, debates over Israel and Zionism, Holocaust memoty, college campuses, and
a range of other topics. His 2021 podcast "Radioactive: The Father Coughlin Story"
received national press coverage and contributed to a broader American rediscovery of the
story of Father Coughlin and his fascist media demagoguery.

@ TheUnion Thursday, July 23 11 AM - 12 PM

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

The Grandmasters of American Comedy:
Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks

For 70+years, Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks made America laugh, both hrough their remarkable
solo careers and their legendary partnership. Whether together or apart, they were giants of
American comedy, conquering every field they entered, including television, movies, Broadway
and records. Join us to examine thei extraordinary achievements of this dynamic duo, beginning
with their work together on Sid Caesar’s Your Show of Shows and creation of the 2000 Year Old
Man. We'll also look at their individual accomplishments as writers, directors, and performers.

@  Presenter: This class will be taught by Brian Rose, professor emeritus at Fordham
- University. His live Zoom lectures on film and TV history have been presented at the
Smithsonian Institution, New York’s 92Y and libraries and JCCs all over the countty.

© rhcUnion  Thursday, August 6 11 AM - 12 PM

Registration is emcouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
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Teenagers Then & Now:
Understanding a New Generation

This interactive presentation invites everyone to reflect on their own teenage years before
exploring what research reveals about adolescence today, from smartphones and social media to
mental health and world that’s changing at warp speed. By comparing past and present, we’ll
pause for perspective into the world of today’s teens and gain some practical ideas for building
stronger connections with this extraordinary generation.

) Instructor: Brandy A. Randall, Ph.D., serves as dean of the Graduate School and Professional
@ and Continuing Education (PACE) at Oakland University, whete she provides strategic
leadership to advance graduate, professional and lifelong learning programs. As part of her
work leading OU’s PACE Program, Brandy has worked tirelessly on behalf of JSL’s Live and
Learn Community at Meer Apartments.

0 The Union Thursday, August 20 11 AM - 12 PM

Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

A Note About Guests:
The Live and Learn Community Guest Policy

We're delighted at the heightened interest by outside guests wishing to attend courses offered by
JSL's Live & Learn Community. Guests are welcome to attend class subject to availability. Prior
approval from Wendy Handler is required. Residents have priority for available seating. Caregivers

may be requested to give up their seat when a seat is needed for a resident. Thank you in advance
for your understanding.

Your Suggestions Welcome

The Live and Learn Community at Meer Apartments is created for you and inspired by the interests,
experiences, and curiosity of our residents. If you have ideas for a multi-part course, a single
presentation, or any topic you would enjoy exploring together, please let Wendy Handler know. All
suggestions are warmly welcomed, and resident input helps shape future programming. See Wendy
when she’s at Meer or leave word at the Reception Desk and she will be sure to contact you.
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June 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 4 5 6
Gee’s Bend Quilts [Amer. Revolution
11AM - 12PM 10:30AM-12PM
Film 203
1PM-3PM
7 8 9 11 12 13
Unforgettable .
1:30PM-2:45PM | Neil Diamond . -
11AM-12PM
14 15 16 18 19 20
Paris on Film lAmer. Revolution| Edmund
11AM - 12PM 10:30AM-12PM Fitzgerald
2PM-3:15PM
21 22 23 25 26 27
5?3%(:11{,} Van Gogh lAmer. Revolution|
12:30PM 11AM - 12PM 10:30AM-12PM
Father’s Day
28 29 30
How Internet
Changed the
Media
11AM-12PM
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July 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Vi f Amer. Revolution
Hapthutge to | 10:30AM-12PM Haprt{y Flo}mh
Hitler Film 203 of July!
2PM-3:30PM 1PM-3PM
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Vienna, from .
HSM Office ’ Amer. Revolution
N ours for Hapsburgs to | '40:30AM-12PM
WWII Stories S PM.330PM
1PM-2:30PM T
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
JHSM Office | Mozart Opera Vienna, from Unforgettable
Hours for 10:30AM-12PM | Hapsburgs to Voices
WWII Stories Hitler Woodstock
1PM-2:30PM 2PM-3:30PM 11AM-12PM
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
JHSM Office | Mozart Opera | Yienna, from CFathlfll_'
Hours for | 10:30AM-12PM | Hapsburgs to oughlin
WWII Stories Hitler 11AM-12PM
1PM-2:30PM 2PM-3:30PM
26 27 28 29 30
JHSM Office | Mozart Opera Vienna, from
Hours for . _ Hapsburgs to
WWII Stories 10:30AM-12PM pHitle%
1PM-2:30PM 2PM-3:30PM
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August 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 . 7 8
Carl Reiner&
Mozart Opera Mel Brooks
10:30AM-12PM 11AM-12PM
Film 203
1PM-3PM
9 10 11 12 13 15
Siyyum Unforgettable
Celebration Voices
Details to Simon &
Come! Garfunkel
11AM-12PM
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Teenagers
Mozart Opera Then and Now
10:30AM-12PM 11AM-12PM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Mozart Opera
10:30AM-12PM
30 31
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	Summer 2026
	Live and Learn Community  Course Guide
	With Appreciation
	The award-winning Jewish Senior Life Live and Learn Community at Meer Apartments is supported by a generous grant from the Marcia Applebaum Jewish Older Adult Enrichment Fund. JSL is most grateful for this meaningful support and ongoing partnership.

	What is Live and Learn at Meer Apartments?
	Meer Apartments’ award-winning Live and Learn Community provides a range of university-level educational offerings right on site.  Courses are taught by experts from world class institutions and cultural partners and presented in various formats to accommodate a variety of learning styles. From larger lectures to small seminars and discussions, each course is designed to foster student engagement and community connection.  Jewish Senior Life is proud to collaborate with Oakland University to offer courses to Meer Apartment residents each semester, facilitated by Oakland University professors (these courses are marked with an asterisk *).
	Come join us to experience the joy of learning alongside others!

	Summer 2026

	Fabric of a Remarkable Community: The Quilts of Gee’s Bend
	Instructor: Lynn Aleman, a quilter  for more than 30 years, is a lifelong Michigander and retired CPA. A passionate quilter, Lynn was fortunate to see several Gee’s Bend quilts in multiple venues, leading to her research into the remarkable Gee’s Bend quilters.
	The Union                     Tuesday, June 2                11 AM - 12 PM
	Registration is encouraged.   Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	The American Revolution: Rebels, Patriots and A New Nation
	As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of American independence, join us to explore the stories of those who shaped the course of the American Revolution. From the homefront to the battlefields, from the courts of Europe to the halls of the Continental Congress, we will examine the Revolution from the experiences of the men and women who declared and fought for independence. By uncovering these diverse perspectives, this program highlights how revolutionary Americans – from policymakers to diplomats to the enslaved – pursued life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and how their struggles shape the nation we live in today.
	Nick DiPuccio is a historian of early America whose area of study focuses on the early American republic, the Atlantic world, and the forces that shaped U.S. expansion and identity.  A professor at Oakland University and a published author, his work reflects a deep interest in political history, transatlantic connections, and lifelong learning. Nick earned his B.A. at Oakland University and his PhD at St. Louis University.
	The Union                      Six Thursdays      10:30 AM - 12 PM                                           June 4, 11, 18 and 25; July 2 and 9
	Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
	Summer 2026

	Film 203:  Close-Up on Alfred Hitchcock An Imitator + Summer Romance
	This summer, we’ll wrap up our Hitchcock-inspired year of film study with a discussion about Wait Until Dark, Audrey Hepburn’s suspenseful thriller. We then shift to romance with the beloved classic An Affair to Remember and its modern echo, Sleepless in Seattle, a warm, memorable pairing featuring Cary Grant’s enduring cinematic influence.  Each film will  shown in the days before class meets.
	Instructor:  This class is taught by Tara Hayes, PhD, known for leading dynamic discussions about books and film.  Tara holds advanced degrees in English and American Literature, and worked in the film industry before returning to Detroit.
	The Union                  Three discussion sessions, 1 PM - 3 PM                                    Thursday, June 4 - Wait Until Dark (1958)                                    Thursday, July 2 - An Affair to Remember (1957)                                    Thursday, August 6 - Sleepless in Seatlle (1993)
	Registration is encouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	Out Trip and Visit**:  The Chaldean Community Foundation-West
	Join us for a tour to discover the inspiring work of Meer Apartments’ neighbor, the Chaldean Community Foundation-West. We’ll take a tour to CCF-W’s new community center on Walnut Lake Road where we’ll learn about the rich history of the Chaldean community. This promises to be a fascinating and heartfelt experience that connects global history and cultural heritage with local impact.
	Guide:  Dr. Adhid Miri, a former professor of chemistry and cultural consultant whose rich professional journey has taken him from Iraq to England to the United States, will be our tour guide at CCF-West. Emigrating from Baghdad to Detroit in 1981, he has been a dedicated leader in Michigan’s Iraqi American community. Dr. Miri holds a PhD from Brunel University London and completed postdoctoral studies at King's College London.
	Depart from Phase 6 Lobby      Monday, June 8            1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
	**Registration required. Group size is limited to 12 people. Once spots are filled, we will start a waitlist.**
	Summer 2026

	Unforgettable Voices:             Neil Diamond, Woodstock Summer  + Simon & Garfunkel
	Join us for three engaging sessions, each celebrating iconic American music and unforgettable moments in cultural history. This summer, we’ll take a good look-and-listen to charismatic singer-songwriters as well as generation-defining cultural moments in music.  Come learn, reminisce and share your own highlights.
	Presenter: Gary Graff is an award-winning veteran music journalist based in Detroit. He is the author of several books as well as an active member of Adat Shalom Synagogue
	The Union          All three programs will take place from 11 AM - 12 PM
	Tuesday, June 9 - Neil Diamond                                        Thursday, July 16 - Woodstock (with guest Howard Lesnick)                            Thursday, August 13 - Simon & Garfunkel
	Registration is encouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	A Cinematic Tour: Paris, the City of Light, on Film
	Armchair traveling—particularly if it’s in a cinema—is an irresistible way to experience the stunning City of Light, subject of both shamelessly romantic Hollywood love letters and gritty dramas from such French masters as François Truffaut, Jean-Luc Godard and others. Don’t miss this close-up film tour of Paris, with specific location information provided of the many memorable scenes captured by movie makers throughout the past century. No passports required!
	Presenter: Max Alvarez is an author, film historian and public speaker who produces multimedia programs on world cinema. A former film curator at the Smithsonian National Museum in Washington, DC, he has partnered with leading cultural and educational institutions including the American Film Institute, Library of Congress, UCLA and the Department of State, to expand public understanding of film’s cultural impact.
	The Union                            Tuesday, June 16       11 AM - 12 PM
	Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
	Summer 2026

	Special Performance: The Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival in Concert at Meer Apartments
	Experience the artistry and innovation of beautiful chamber music when four world-class musicians, visiting Detroit as part of the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, take to the Meer stage for a special Father’s Day concert. Presented especially for residents and family members, this concert will feature compositions both centuries old and newly created. Come enjoy an intimate and inspiring musical experience that celebrates both timeless tradition and fresh artistic voices.
	Dining Room                   Sunday, June 21                       11:30AM - 12:30PM
	Registration is requested for this performance. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.


	Behind the Brushstrokes: The Genius of Vincent van Gogh
	The 19th Century Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh. is considered one of the most fascinating and beloved artists the world over. While his paintings now sell for small fortunes and museum exhibits featuring artwork still draw huge crowds, he never sold a single painting during his lifetime. This lecture will explore aspects of his difficult life and along with the wonderful energy of his masterpieces.
	Instructor: This class will be taught by Louisa (Lisa) Ngote, Special Lecturer and Curator of Visual Resources at Oakland University. With both Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from Wayne State University, Louisa lectures widely on Roman and biblical art.
	The Union                      Tuesday, June 23                          10:30 AM - 12 PM
	Registration is encouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	Summer 2026

	Clicks, Streams and Screens: How the Internet Changed Media
	We all feel it - the internet has radically transformed the “old” media of newspapers, magazines, the recording industry, film, radio, and television. Join us to trace how this digital revolution took place in such a short period of time, and what lies ahead in the continually changing era of “new” media. Among the topics we’ll explore: will there be a printed newspaper in any city 10 years from now? Will newsstands and bookstores disappear like record stores? How much longer will movie theaters and television exist in their present forms?
	Presenter: This class will be taught by Brian Rose, professor emeritus at Fordham University. His live Zoom lectures on film and TV history have been presented at the Smithsonian Institution, New York’s 92Y and libraries and JCCs all over the country.
	The Union                            Tuesday, June 30       11 AM - 12:15 PM
	Registration is encouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	Jewish Historical Society of Michigan   Seeks Your WWII Stories and Memories
	Library                               Four Mondays                  1 PM - 2:30 PM                                             July 6, 13, 20 and 27
	To share your story and sign up for an Office Hour slot, please see the Receptionist Desk.
	Summer 2026

	Small Group Discussion: Vienna, From the Hapsburgs to Hitler
	From 1870 through 1945, Vienna was one of the cultural, political, and social centers of Europe. Join us to examine the wide-ranging contributions that emanated from this gem of a city on the Danube, covering everything from the invention of the Sacher Torte to noteworthy historical figures. This will be a small group discussion. Registration is a must.
	Instructor: Rudi P. Lindner is Professor Emeritus of History and Astronomy at the University of Michigan, where he built a distinguished interdisciplinary career bridging the humanities and sciences. He received his BA from Harvard University and  his PhD at the University of California, Berkeley. He has received many awards throughout his career including a Fulbright Scholarship.
	The Art Room           Four Wednesdays    2 PM - 3:30 PM                                   July 8, 15, 22 and 29
	Registration is required. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	Mozart and Opera: The Enduring Magic
	Explore the genius of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart through the world of opera in this engaging course. Whether you have never been to the opera and it is completely new for you, or if you know and love favorites such as The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni and The Magic Flute, there will be something in this course for you. Together, we’ll look at and listen to the stories, the music, the composer, singers and productions, and consider why these operas provide the foundation for the modern operatic repertory.
	Instructor: David Kidger is an Associate Professor of Musicology at Oakland University. He received his Ph.D. in Music from Harvard University, and his M.A. in Music from the University of California, Santa Barbara. David is originally from London, England.
	The Union                          Six Tuesdays        1 0:30 AM - 12 PM                                              July 14, 21, 28; August 4, 18 and 25
	Registration is encouraged. Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
	Summer 2026

	Father Coughlin:  Populism, Propaganda and Power
	During the Great Depression, the most dangerous man in America was a Catholic “radio priest” from Detroit: Father Charles Coughlin.  Broadcasting pioneer and celebrity, he used his nationwide radio sermons to promote fascism and antisemitic conspiracy theories in the run-up to World War II.  Considered to be America’s first mass-media demagogue, Father Coughlin cultivate a loyal following of violent Nazi gangs, and created a new method for spreading hate to the masses that we sadly see emulated today. Don’t miss this important conversation.
	Presenter: Andrew Lapin is a Senior Reporter for the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and a writer, editor, podcaster and public speaker. At JTA he covers stories related to antisemitism, debates over Israel and Zionism, Holocaust memory, college campuses, and a range of other topics. His 2021 podcast "Radioactive: The Father Coughlin Story" received national press coverage and contributed to a broader American rediscovery of the story of Father Coughlin and his fascist media demagoguery.
	The Union            Thursday, July 23                 11 AM - 12 PM
	Registration is encouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.
	The Grandmasters of American Comedy: Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks
	For 70+years, Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks made America laugh, both hrough their remarkable solo careers and their legendary partnership. Whether together or apart, they were giants of American comedy, conquering every field they entered, including television, movies, Broadway and records. Join us to examine thei extraordinary achievements of this dynamic duo, beginning with their work together on Sid Caesar’s Your Show of Shows and creation of the 2000 Year Old Man. We’ll also look at their individual accomplishments as writers, directors, and performers.
	Presenter:  This class will be taught by Brian Rose, professor emeritus at Fordham University. His live Zoom lectures on film and TV history have been presented at the Smithsonian Institution, New York’s 92Y and libraries and JCCs all over the country.
	The Union         Thursday, August 6             11 AM - 12 PM
	Registration is emcouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	Summer 2026

	Teenagers Then & Now:        Understanding a New Generation
	This interactive presentation invites everyone to reflect on their own teenage years before exploring what research reveals about adolescence today, from smartphones and social media to mental health and world that’s changing at warp speed. By comparing past and present, we’ll pause for perspective into the world of today’s teens and gain some practical ideas for building stronger connections with this extraordinary generation.
	Instructor: Brandy A. Randall, Ph.D., serves as dean of the Graduate School and Professional and Continuing Education (PACE) at Oakland University, where she provides strategic leadership to advance graduate, professional and lifelong learning programs. As part of her work leading OU’s PACE Program, Brandy has worked tirelessly on behalf of JSL’s Live and Learn Community at Meer Apartments.
	The Union         Thursday, August 20            11 AM - 12 PM
	Registration is encouraged.  Please sign up at the Reception Desk.

	A Note About Guests: The Live and Learn Community Guest Policy
	We're delighted at the heightened interest by outside guests wishing to attend courses offered by JSL's Live & Learn Community. Guests are welcome to attend class subject to availability. Prior approval from Wendy Handler is required. Residents have priority for available seating. Caregivers may be requested to give up their seat when a seat is needed for a resident. Thank you in advance for your understanding.

	Your Suggestions Welcome
	The Live and Learn Community at Meer Apartments is created for you and inspired by the interests, experiences, and curiosity of our residents. If you have ideas for a multi-part course, a single presentation, or any topic you would enjoy exploring together, please let Wendy Handler know. All suggestions are warmly welcomed, and resident input helps shape future programming. See Wendy when she’s at Meer or leave word at the Reception Desk and she will be sure to contact you.
	Live and Learn At-A-Glance

	June 2026
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat
	Film 203 1PM-3PM
	Amer. Revolution 10:30AM-12PM
	Paris on Film 11AM - 12PM
	Amer. Revolution 10:30AM-12PM
	Edmund Fitzgerald 2PM-3:15PM
	Father’s Day
	Van Gogh 11AM - 12PM
	Amer. Revolution 10:30AM-12PM
	Concert 11:30AM -12:30PM
	whandler@jslmi.org



